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MURDOCH HILL

Winemaker: Michael Downer
 Grape(s): Chardonnay
 GI: Adelaide Hills, South Australia
Site(s): Murdoch Hill’s estate vineyard in Lenswood
Vintage notes: 2023 was a difficult and varied growing
season, but one that ultimately resulted in pristine and
chiseled wines of great fruit and acidity. A cool and wet
spring and early summer gave way to milder conditions
just as flower commenced. Good-sized canopies, a smaller
than average crop together with a warm February
enhanced early ripening. However, cooler than average
conditions in early fall slowed ripening considerably with
chardonnay harvested in late March, early April.
Vineyard notes: The Rocket bottling now fully comes from
Murdoch Hill’s newly acquired Lenswood vineyard. 8.37
hectares at 490-530 meters in elevation planted in 1989.
Steep terrain in parts with varied soil types, sandy loam,
gravelly shallow soils with quartz to more red, richer soils
with ironstone and quartz.  Average rainfall around 910mm
per year. A selection of clones including I10V1, and
Bernard clones 76 and 95. This site is organically farmed
and producing some of Australia’s best chardonnay. 
Winemaking: The hand-picked grapes were part whole
berry and whole bunch pressed. Native-yeast
fermentation in 500 liter French oak puncheons, 50% new.
Full malolactic fermentation naturally occurred, with a
small amount of lees stirring to add complexity and depth
whilst being carful to keep the wine focused on the
vineyards and not the winemaking. 
Closure: Stelvin      ABV: 12.5% 
LEGEND tasting notes: A driven, powerful wine, showing
trademark Adelaide Hills natural acidity and purity. The
nose displays an element of reduction – gun flint,
matchstick – that supports a robust fruit and mineral
profile. Lemon aspen (a floral native citrus), lilies, lime
curd, and toasted bunya bunya nut (a native pine nut) add
serious complexity on the palate. A tense core of acidity
drives immense length and complexity. 
Accolades: 96 Points (James Suckling)
Production size: 233 dozen


