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PATRICK SULLIVAN
Winemaker: Patrick Sullivan
Grape(s): Chardonnay   GI: Gippsland
Site(s): Ada River Vineyard, Baw Baw Shire
Vintage notes: The 2024 growing season in Baw Baw Shire was
exceptional, with plentiful rainfall followed by ideal sunshine,
creating the perfect conditions for ripening. Characteristic low
yields and mature vines resulted in wines with exceptional
concentration, body and complexity, showcasing vibrant
acidity and minerality. Yields were significantly down
compared to past years, however the 2024 wines are a
standout expression of the Patrick Sullivan style, marked by
intensity, elegance and refinement.
Vineyard notes: The Ada River vineyard was planted in 1982 by
the Kelleher family at Neerim South in the foothills of Mount
Baw Baw. The site is comprised of uniform volcanic soils which
run deep into basalt rock. Clonal selection is kept to P58 and
I10V1 Chardonnay with the total plantings to chardonnay being
just one hectare. The vineyard is situated at 300m in elevation
and has the fortune of 360° windbreaks that limit the sporadic
harsh winds pushing from the snowfields. The vineyard is 100%
dry grown, evident through the intense fruit concentration.
Ada River vineyard is farmed with biodynamic principals,
tailored to this specific site and the Gippsland climate. 
Winemaking: The fruit is hand harvested into 15kg baskets and
transferred to the winery, then whole-cluster crushed into the
press and drained off into tank for settling. Primary
fermentation takes place in barrique (30% new) over three
weeks followed by full malolactic fermentation. Lees stirring
occurs twice towards the end of primary fermentation then
once more at the completion of malolactic fermentation. The
wine is then aged in barrique for eleven months.
Closure: DIAM 5 Origine   ABV: 13.8%   Production: 200 six-pks
LEGEND tasting notes: A nuanced and subtle chardonnay that
presents place more than any particular winemaking slant.
Notes of toasted wattleseed, white peach, finger lime, and
lemon aspen (a floral native citrus). Delicate and intricately-
knit palate, persistent and balanced acid, with pleasantly
plump fruit weight. Long lines and a hint of smoky oak, this is
the most classically-styled of Patrick’s single vineyards. 
Label design: Label art by Helsinki-based illustrator Eero
Lampinan. According to Patrick, “the scope was a garden of
eden on volcanics. Symbols of the green place in which we live
and the rich volcanic soils.”
Scores: 97 points, Wine Advocate


